EASY GUIDE TO MESMERISM            9?
To give a public entertainment it is a sine qua,
non that, for any hope of success in that direction,,
the operator has had considerable practice in private,
therefore, he is at home in his frork, knows what he
is about, what he has to do, and the difficulties with
which he has to contend. That he has recognised,*
and is prepared to successfully overturn, the diffi-
culties .which may arise from the capricious fancies of
his audience, and such difficulties as may arise from
having few, none, or very subjects. He may be
nervous and anxious; his audience may be small in
numbers, ignorant or sceptical but be this as they
may, be must have perfect control over himself, and
ability to have full control over his audience. If he
Is not able either to control or entertain his audience,
all his hope for success as an exhibitor or entertainer
will be seriously shaken by failure* For confidence
begets confidence, and success.
To succeed, he must not only be a good mes-
merist, possess the utmost faith in his own powers,
but he must be a usually .wide-awake person, adding
to firmness, will resolution, ready fact, and keenness
of observation, and thereby have complete command
of his audience, as well as his sutgects. He will often
require to avert disaster, and either minimise failures,
or turn them into undoubtable success. Occasionally
some very clever people may come upon the plat-
form, assume to be mesmerised, and up to a certain
stage appear to do their part well, at the same time,
when opportunity occures, they will make cabalistic
signs with their thumb, fingers, and nose behind the
operator's back to their confederates in the audience.
The majority of audiences being composed of persons
who come more for fun and amusement than instruc-
tion they are ready in consequence to enter into the
spirit of the thing, which, if successful, may amuse,
the audience but it means ruin to the entertainer.
He must detect the fraud, and be ready to seize, a
good moment to expose the humbug, and completely
turn the ridicule upon him. By a clever movement
the mesmerist will gratify his audience, secure their